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Proper Poſture in Sitting 1 WROTE: 


Bake for ret QUILS, aid maliigaf PENS. | 
ger different Hands, (proving! that the . common” 
dad of ſitting to write, and 3 the N 
u the 4Teedom of Writing): by: 


With whatever elſe may tend to Paſeo iy ; 
| that A RT. 


Nee at only for Teachers of l 1 
for all Penſons concerned, in Bufpue . 


To which are added, 


Two Alphabetical Sets of Copies fuited WED a Goth = 
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DISCOURSE, Ge. 


UIDoO PANCIROLLUS, in 
his Account of memorable Things 
loſt, expreſſes himſelf thus; 
The Invention of Letters is 

« much controverted by Authors; it is com- 


« monly ſuppoſed they were found out by 


« the Phenicians, which Lucan intimates 
« in his third Book, when he ſings, 


Pzbenicians that (if Fame wwe dare believe) 
Lo buman Speech firſt Characters did give.“ 


Whether theſe Characters were written, 
or how wrote; if engraven, cut in Wood, &c. 
is not the Buſineſs of this Diſcourſe to treat 
of. Writing and Engraving ſeem to be very 
antient, as we find in Holy Writ, 7ob xix, 
23, 24. Ob that my Woras were now 
« written ; Oh that they were printed in a 
« Book !. That they were grauen with an 
« Iron Pen and Leæad, in the Rock for ever ! 


” | | > 

Thus we ſee that Writing, Engraving, and 
Print ing, are no new Inventions : How theſe 
Arts were perform'd in antient Times, ot 


their Difference with the preſent, is not rela- 


2 ve 


(4) 
tive to my Deſgn; which is chiefly to point 
out the two great Difficulties that abſtruct 
our * Writers, and lay down Rules for 
the Eaſe of the J/riter, which will tend to 
the Freedom of Mriting. 


There is ne Art of more he, or in Eſteem, 
than modern Mriting.— No Art of more Uſe, 
becauſe no Commerce o r neſs can be car- 
ried on without it, ts 00 ge alneſs to thgſe 
concerned in the Law, to ſuch as have any 
Naval or Military Em —— alfo tg 2 
Phyſict ian and Divine, 50 gether with the Re- 
putation it hath with all fl Perſons, render it 
altogether needleſs to make any Encomiums 
on its Uſe, ſhould 1 be better — . than 
T am. It is efteemed not only fr its Uſe, but 
for its Beauty, excelling all other Arts when 
right ly performed: I ſay it exce/ls, being ex- 
ecuted with ſo ſmall an Inſtrument as the 
Pen, and at one fingle Operation; for when 
after Touches are made, that Letter ſo affiſted 
is not wrote, but drawn, painted or patch d, 
and that additional lance takes away the 
very Propriety of M fiting. Therefore, when 
performed as it ought, I know no one Art of 
fuch an exact Pr lim, ſuch other excellent 
Aualitiss, as in Writ which makes it not 
only valued for its 805 but for its Freedom 
and Beauty) that is performed with but one 
Dol and at one Motion, except the valuable 

Art of Writing, — — ang therefore commangs 
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The two great Difficulties that abſtrucf 
Freedom of Writing is, the Potion of your 
2 ſitting, and lay ing your Boat or Pa- 
per 


fore you; the other, making or nibbing 
your Pen. In this Diſcourſe I ſhall not only 
point out the Errors the common and much 
approved Methods are liable to, but ſhall lay 
down ſuch other Rules for the more eaſy ri. 
{ing a free Hand, as I daily practice, and am 
convinced of the Certainty by * 1 
would not have any imagine that I endeavour 
to iuſtruct ſuch as know little or nothing of 
Writing ; my principal and main View is to re- 
move thoſe Difficu/ties and Diſcauragements 
gut of the Way of ſuch as have been ſtriuing 
and. endeavanring in the Dark, either thro 
wrong uſtructions, falſe Idæat, or erroneous 
Practice. Nothing is more {rue than that 
there are many Perſons who would be 7hoveht, 
and by many are eſteemed good M riters, yet 
are ſo perpigxed at making their Pens, that 
they are o4{iged to the Aſſiſtance of common 
Ten-cuters, few of whom, if any, know how 
to write, and therefore it is ſimply impaſſibie 
they ſhould be capable of making good Pens 
with Certamty. we 


In order to make a good Pen, you muſt 
provide a good Kuife; or if you ha ve twa, 
one for the ſhaping, the other for nibbing, 

oz. will find the Rexefi, I find that the 

lade, if . large. takes off the Nib 
the cleaner, t. Henn of the Blade require 
3 ing 
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ing leſs Preſſure : The Eage alſo ought to be 


frat, and not too teen; the round-pointed 


Blades hinder nibbing the Pen ſquare, and if 
too keen, when nibbing a ſtrong Ten, the 
Edge is apt to turn. 


The next thing is the Choice of 2j/s, and 
of theſe there are from ſeveral Counties great 
Qantities brought to LONDON, as from 
Torkſbire, Shropſhire, Lincolnſhire, &c. the 
former of which are the beſt, by reaſon of 
their Clearneſs and Strength. To make theſe 
natural Quils of more Uſe, there are two 
ways of manufacturing them, call'd dutching 
and clarifying ; the fr ſt is done by the help 
of Fire ; the other by boiling them in Mater, 
and then clearing them over a Charcoal Fire, 
or putting them into hot Sand. Here it may 
not be amiſs to remove a Miſtake ſome good 
Writers labour under, who think theſe Pen 
are boiled in Oil; whereas if they were boiled 
in Ou, the Ink could never flow from them: 
On the other hand, this Method of clarifyims 
them is to take out that Oi Matter that is 
natural to raw 2xz/s, which cauſes a ſpungy 
Nib after very little Writing. Theſe 22755 
ſo manufactured are of longer Duration than 
raw 2ujls, and uſeful to ſuch who diſpatch 
Buſineſs : They have alſo a better look; but 
are, ne vertheleſs, not ſo neceſſary for Writing- 
Schools as a natural Quil, after it is of ſome 
Mare and kept very dry, ſo that the Oily 

* before Token of 1 is dried away, it 


having 
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having not that Brittleneſs as when it is 
dutch'd or clarify'd (eſpecially if ſo manufac- 
tured by an unskilful Perſon) therefore more 
fit to write ſet Lines, and indeed, if not 
ſcraped too much over the Sit, is much ea- 
ſier to make. But this is what may be called 
a Branch of other Peoples Bu/ineſs ; ſol ſhall 
not here trouble my Readers with their Se- 
crets, this being ſufficient to my Purpoſe. 


I obſeryed before, I did not write for thoſe 
who were totally unacquainted with Mriting; 
ſo I ſhall avoid directing how to hold t 
2uil the Knife, and the like, for I con- 
clude ſuch for whom I write have been 
taught that already. Neither ſhall I, when 
I come to treat of Writing, concern myſelf 
about the S/ope of the Desk, how to ſit to 
the Light, &c. thinking thoſe Directions en- 
tirely uſeleſs and unnecęſſary; tho I am very 
ſure, the Maſter who writes upon a flat Ta- 
ble has the Advantage of him who writes 
upon an extraordinary /ope Des, becauſe 
the Ink is apt to RECOIL; conſequently, if 
the flowing of the Ink is thereby zmpeded, 
the Freedom and Beauty of the Letter, or 
Command of Hand, is very much hindered, 
nor will it appear with its proper Sprigbili- 
neſs as it ſhould. 


Thus being provided with 2 Quils, 

and Writing Table or Desk, your Paper and 

Int being ſuch as you may write on the one, 
| bei ng 
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being neither too conrſe nor of too a 
— the other, 4 you may — 
with, and that with Plaus which is very 
difficult, if the Ink be too thin, or of tos 
a Nature: If made with 14k-Powider 
it is apt ſometimes not to mix well with the 
Water, for want of ſome other Ingredient to 
cement them, as it were. Ju thus made is very 
often ſandy, which getting into the NM, not 
only ſpoils the Pen, but the M vitin looks of 
divers Colours, and the 1 Strokes courſe. 
Theſe are Things, tho ſomething re/afive to 
this Diſcuurſe, 1 mall not enlarge upon, for the 
Reafon beſore- mention d- ſuppoſing my Read 
er # Writer ; neither ſhalt 1 trouble um 
with my Thoughts of Writing in partictilar, 
or im its ſeveral Branches, whether in the 
Writing-Schvols, Baſineſs, or the Lau, but 
only ſpeak to M riting in general, that being 
Pa of, before I treat of the two png 5? 

my Deſign, yiz. Sitting to write, an 
making tho Pen. 
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HE Art of Writing is a Repreſerita- 

tion of our V 2 To aldi Pe. 
fellion in that Art, the Heap muſt be fully 
informed of what the Hand ought to do; 
riot informed with vain and triſting Fancies 
and firag/ing Strokes, which ate aſed by 
{ome as though they were of Ornament, but 
of a 1 uſt Proportion of the Characters; and 
this r is acquired by getting an 
exact Idea of the Hand you intend to be 
Maſter of. In few Words, Writing is per- 
_ at once, with one Operation of the 

EN; | 


* Writer _ endeavours to mend his 
riting by patching or filling up, addi 
Strength 4 — other ante, telt by 
Character as a Writer, and may be more 
properly, and with greater Propriety, called 
a Letter Dauber. I am not againſt Mriting 
having its juſt and proper Exbel/i/bments, 
but this ought to be very carefully and judi- 
B cCionſ 


(0 
ciou/ly done, and requires no little Study and 
Application to diſpoſe it right. In ſuch a 

ifi ſtauce as placing a Dot at the 
Tail or Head of any open Letter, ſome have 
done it fo clumſey that it hath even ſpoiled 
the Beauty of the Letter; inſtead of mending, 
they have marred that which was good with- 
out Aſſiſtance. 


To write well, is to write correct: It 
matters not what 8/ope the Mriting is of, 
how wide, or how narrow, fo that it be all 
alike, Should you write a Line after the 
ſame Mode as was in vogue 40 or 50 Years' 
ago, if the Writer ſo defigned, he. ſhews 
himſelf a Maſter of the Ant; and indeed 1 
muſt acknowledge, I think that Mriting 
which is the moſt /egib/e the beſt + The: 
Deſign of Writing is to convey your Ideas, 

therefore the plainer the CharatFer, the more 
it is likely to ſtrike the Hoe, _ conſe- 
quently ſooner make a proper Impreſſion. 
In a late Performance, called the ian. 
SAL PENMAN, there is a Number of Mriting 
Maſters who have endeavoured to make the 
Art as-excellent in that way as is poſſible ; 
and though ſome of thoſe Maſters had eſta- 
bliſh'd Characters, either by being known 
to the World by their Performances, or by 
ſerving a kind of Apprenticeſhip to thoſe whos 
had already made themiſel ves known either 
by publiſhing or teaching ; yet the 9 
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of that able Performance is not unſenſible 
that there are ſome Pieces from others (till 
then obſcure Perſons) that have nothing more 
to recommend them than that they are all of 
4 piece, for the Corretineſs of the Writing is 
ſufficient to ſpeak its Worth, without the 
1 of Ornament, or Command of 
Hand. 


To write a good Line, or a good Piece of 
Writing, ſuppoſing a four or a fix Line Piece, 
you are carefully to have Regard that you 
hold on and end as you begin This, and this 
only, is the hardeſt Part of Mriting for the 
*Graver; and I venture to affirm that Hr 
ting, for the Engraver to execute his Art in 
a workman-like manner, is the moſt difficult 
Part of Mriting whatever. A Man who is 
an excellent Engraver, matters nothing more 
than a due Proportion, and a regular Slope, 
occaſioned by that Proportion: I nean all 
thoſe: Letters depending, on an mw or n of 
an equal 74th, the Turn Nas agreeable as is 
paſibls for the Hand to perform, which will 
cauſe the ſaid Proportion; all the Ovals; 
and thoſe Letters depending on an Oval, as 
nigh alike as you can; the Tops and Bottoms 
of a Heigbhth and Length : Therefore J fay, 
if the Mriting be wide or narrow, upright 
or #ope,: more or leis, the Equality of ſuch 
Writmg will ſtrike the Eye, and have nothing 
to diſcummend it but the Prejudice and ili 
r B 2 Mature 
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Nature of ſuch who cannot perform after fo 


Juſt a manner, and therefore are determined 


to deſcry it, and ſubſtitute, in the room of 
Writing, their own incorrect Performances. 
Equal Width and equal Heighth is the main 
Buſimeſs of Writing, for an Engraver to en- 


2 from; the Beauty of the Turns, by 


aving a fine leading or hair Stroke, is ſome» 
times detrimental to the taking off the Wri- 
ting to the Plate, eſpecially if they are not 


proportionable, and tho? not ſeen ſo eaſy with 


the naked Eye, yet after engraved and printed 
will ſhew their Deformity. I mention this, 
becauſe I know thoſe who have ſtrove to 


write neat for the Purpoſe abovenamed, yet 


with Care and Parns could not write a ſingle 
Line for that Uſe, tho' their Writing, to 
the Eye of indifferent Judges, would look 
very agreeable, —and this owing only to the 
want of Correctnoſs. %- } 


There are ſome very good Writers that 


ſpoil the Beauty of their Labour by an over 


ondneſs for Ornament: After they have 
wrote a good Piece, or ſometimes a /ingle 


Mord, will areſs and [mother it in Fla iber 


When a Piece of Writing is thus hid, the 
Deſign of it is loſt, by what they put for 
Embelliſbment, ſtriking the He before the 


Mriting. Such Perſons as theſe, tho they 


2erite well, and have a good Command of 
Hand, yet would they fbew theſe feparaieey 
; 5 z | 4, wouig 


- 


ſing many a good Letter. 
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would find the Benefit of it. A good Word 
or Piece of Writing will command, ag it were, 
the Attention of a judicious Fudge, without 
2 It is poſſible for the beſt- made 
Man in the World to be ſpoiled in his 23 
to outward Appearance, by the Help of his 
Taylor, &c. or for the fineſt Bird to be hid 
in a Buſh. This has been the Caſe in dreſs 


V is ſurprizing, that the common Method 
of ſitting to ite hath not been a/ter'd 


in the Wriimg-Schools, when it is well 


known that there are Numbers of Perſons 
who haye had a Writing Educgtion, and yet 


as ſoon as they become ſomewhat weaned 


from their School Iuſtructions, and are initiated 
into real Buſineſs, they fall, as it were, in- 
ſenſibly into what moſt Teachers call Error ; 
and ſo ſoon as they have in reality fallen from 
their firſt Inſtructions, from ſtiff, aukward 
and lame Writers, they become exceed: 
good Clerks, write free, diſpatch Buſineſs 
with Neatneſs and Corretineſs. This I ſpeak 
not upon Truſt, but experimentally, and of 
my own Knowledge. Altho' what I ſhall 
lay down as a fundamental Truth, is an ap- 
proy'd Error; and asT freely own I differ from 
moſt, if not all, the Writing-Maſters, eſpe- 
cially thoſe Who are called KEGULARLY 
BRED, yet I differ upon good Reaſons, Prac- 
tice and Experience. I hope to make good 
my following Met hud to the 3 9 
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thoſe who will attentively read arid nike 
'FRIAL. | * | * 1 


1 begin with //#fing to write, before the 
uſing or making the PEN, it being neceſſary 
to know how to n, as the Sequel will ap⸗ 
pear, | 


Directions for Sitting, &c. HJ 


ET your Seat be ſo high as that you may 
L ſit eaſy, without 2 — Jour Legs ne, 
er throwing them from you : Tour Desk or 
Table about the Heighth of your Midale.— 

Thus ſeated, lay your Book or 7 awry ; 
that is, mſtead of being ſtrait before you, let 
it incline towards your left Am or Side; 
the more it inclines, the more your Slope will 
be. If you write upright, then lay your Book. 
or 3 5 even before you. Fix your Body 
directly before your Dust or Table, with both 
right and left Elbows off it,, as the general 

ethod of Teaching is that your left Arm. 
foould be. 


Thus ſeated, and your Book, &c; before. 
Jou, yon may write with all the [reedow 
and Zaſe you deſire: No nervous Flutter- 
inge, Contrattons, Numibneſs, and Stine, 
that too frequently ſating . with tlie , Side 
towards the Desk, and Teaning the Streſs of 


f | 
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your Body upon your left Arm occaſions; 


will attend you. The above Method will 


ſuit all Sig and both Sexes ; the Fat and 


the Lean, the Tall or the Short, Men of 
bulky Size, and Ladies laced in their Stays, 
will all find this Method eaſy and practica- 
bh; they will write without Fatigue, with 
a great deal of Freedom : What is more / they 
will write even without LEADING-STRINGS, 
either ſingle or /ope Lines, or any other Asa 


ſiſtance whatever. 


© This Poſition of the Body I know may 
ſeem a little ſtrange at the firſt trying. I 
ſhall firſt let my Reader know, that 1 have 
been converſant in Writing, both at home 
and abroad, for more than #wenty Years, and 


have ſeen as Variety of Writing, and as many 


different }/#iters (perhaps) as any Man of 
my Age I have wrote, at Times, no one 
more; yet till within about [0m Years; I 
always Hund a great deal of Difficulty in 
writing legible, free and correct; but at laſt 
falling into this Method, with what I ſhall 
mention concerning the nibbing of the PEN, 
rm that I write with little or 
no Fatigue at all, as legible as ever, with 
more Freedom, equally as correct, and with 
Eaſe or very little Pain, diſpatch Buſineſs 


for Hours together, and that by this Method. 


Ino offer to the PBLIIcx. I ert this 


n 


Credit, 
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Credit, but it is well 4nown to many Pera 
ons ; Some to whom I have communicated 
this Method are able and willing to teſtify the 
Veracity of this Aſſertion. Any Perſon that 
is grounded in the common Practice of Mri- 
ting, and rivetted in Opinion, let him but 
TRY: If it ſhould ſeem ſomething diſſicult 
at firſt, all new Things are ſeemingly ſo, till 
made eaſy by Uſe : If he. has been in ructed in 
one Form or way of Mriting, he muſt be but 
badly 8 if, to tey a new Method, he 
is afraid of putting his Hand out, as the 
SCHOOL PARASE is. | 


All new Inventions require a particular 
Explanation: This I ſhall, ' in few Wotds, 
endeavour to demonſtrate z ſuppoſing a cas- 
did Reader will not only read; but TRy; 
without the Prejudices of Education. Many 
has been the Time that I have ſeen Perſons 
write in this Poſture (and no doubt but others 
have) and I have asked them how they 
could write ſo, or rebuked them for it, tel - 
ling them I was ſure they were not taught 
ſo. If, in real Buſineſs, they have replied 
they could not write as they were A 
is not this a very Anſwer ſurprizing? And 
yet perhaps theſe very Perſons write a bets 
ter Hand for Buſineſs than the MASTER 
who taught them The plain Incorveniency 
attending the common Methad of /itting to 
write helps to illuſtrate my Ruxe ; - vith 
| C There 
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There are very few but what find it - 
cult to write either even, or to keep a Line of 
an exact Heighth : The Reaſon of this is, 
becauſe as your Body inclines to the Jet to- 
wards your Dest, you write from you, 
which cauſes you to fall in the Evenneſs if 
you write without Lines: If you write 
with them, unleſs you follow your Mriting, 
it declines at the Eud of the Line, by Areich. 
ing your Hand, and being from directiy un- 
der your Eye. Should you move your 
Body after your Writing too far, your 2 
72 will become larger at the Cloſe of the 
He. | 


The Method 1 have laid down, remedies 
theſe and all other /nconvenencies attending 
the common PosTURE in Sitting, and lay- 
ing your Book or PAPER, to write; for 
you have no Occaſion to fir your Body, but 
ſit at Eaſe, as if ſitting in an Elbow Chair; the 
Fatigue in Writing is leſſen'd, by having both 
your Arms to caſe you, laying an equal 
Weight on the Table or Des to ſupport 
your Bopy;—the right Hand directing the 
PEN towards the Corner of the Paper, and 
tho' it riſes, it riſes ſo gradually, that when 
you come to lay your Paper ftrait, your 
Mriting is as even as if perform'd with Lines. 
When you have wrote your full Length 
of the Stretch of your Fingers, your left 
Hand is employed in drawing the Paper 
towards your Bopr, and puſbing it from 


you 


f 
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1 
you when your Line is finiſbed, to begin 
again. ; 


The Writers of the Law Hands are only 
excepted (if any) from this Method of Wri- 
ting, and they but in part; which ſhewsthe 
Certainty of my Method. Their Mriting, 
eſpecially En 72 is quite right ; now 
they always fit ſtrait, and hold their Elbows: 
out, as I have deſcribed, their Parchment 
being even before them. This Po8ITION 
of Body and Parchment naturally cauſes them 
to draw the PEN ſtrait towards their Bodies, 
and as the Parchment lies, obliges them to 
write perpendicular; — conſequently, if the 
Paper or Book is laid atwry or yneven, inclin- 
ing towards your /eft Side, and drawing the 
PEN towards your Body, you have a Slope 
accordingly, | 


- WrIitTiNG-MasTERs will find Eaſe, and 
acquire Reputation, by this way of Teachin 

to write, among the FAIR Sex, whoſe 
Stays and Dreſs are troubleſome to them if 
they /t inclining their left Side to the Desk. 
Youth. delign'd for Buſineſs will write at 
School aſter the manner many of them inſen- 
ſubly fall into when 77 have left Schaal for 


ſome time. I ſhall inſtance, that Engravers 


ſet in this Poſition the Plate laying on their 
Sand-Bag, as I ſay the Book or Paper ought 
to lay, ſeldom having it even, but when 
12 2 they 
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they Jook at what they have performed. In- 
deed there is this Difference between Mriting 
and ag cue, the one is performed by 


drawing your PEN towards your Bray; the 
other, by puſhing the Graver from you; 
and the Eugraber holds his Graver in the 
Palm of his Hand, his right Arm ſomewhat 
more qrected; yet, nevertheleſs, he goes 
over the ſame was that the ＋ has al- 
ready performed, whether upright or ſope; 
the 2725 — of his Body ct 155 Tale the 
ſame as have laid don for Mriting: There is 
this Agreement between them, that however 
the Inſtruments or Tools held or uſed ma 

differ, yet they both tend to the ſame End 
and anſwer the Tame Purpoſe, by reaſon of 
the Poſition of the Body, Kc © 


I am ſen/ible that this Method may be diſ- 
edvantageops in placing Boys in common 
at Schaal; they will be gb/iged to have much 
more Room in their Forums. To this I ſhall 
only anſwer, there are few new Things ad- 


danced, tho' calculated for general Good, But 


what meets with ſome particular Exception; 
and tho” this may be a ſeeming Difficulty, yet 
this Method of /itting to write, it it anſwers 
the End of writing free, the Maſter will find 
it worth his While to follow it. It is at- 
tended with an Advantage to ſuch WRI- 
TiXG-MasTERs who are employed'in Teach 
ing abroad, whiere no ſuch little e 
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ariſe. Men of Buſineſs, whether in Jarge or. 
ſmall Concerns, will quickly find the Benefit 
of it in the eaſy Diſpatch of Buſineſs, which 
muſt be allowed is the principal Deſign of 
Writing in General. Thęſe few Obſeryations 
are enough on the common way of //tting to 
write, and the Attempt I have made to de- 
monſtrate my Method to be plain, eaſy, and 
eligible to a moderate Capacity. I doubt not 
bat they will find a favourable Acceptance, 
if 1 may be allowed to aſſert, that T know as 
good Clerks as any in London that write 
after this Method, with Succeſs and to Satiſ= 


faction; which will corroborate what I have 
here advanced. 


If it ſhould be objected againſt by Geo- 
metrical Letter - Makers, or by the moſt 
eminent W RITING-MaSTERS, am con- 
ſirained to ſay, that their Objet7ions are a 
Proof of the Certainty of the Method. I 
have already obſerved it matters not of wha 
Slope Writing is of, whether 58 or 60 De- 
grees; no one can write either Slope with 
Certainty without Lines, and then he is not 
only fatigued with making his Letters of an 
equal Diſtance and Width, but he is crampt 
and perplexed to keep a Conſiſtency with hi 
Creometrical Lines, which in ſome meaſure 
hinders the Freedom, and altogether ſpoils the 
Beauty of Writing. And for thoſe who 
yould take upon ther to be the moſt * 
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of the Profeſſion of Writing-Maſters, T can 
but to 2 lay, I preſ — they will not 
take from me the Character of a WRITER 
then conſequently L am a ſort of a Judge; an 
therefore I haye freely deliver d my Opinion 
of the Matter: Obſerving further, that L 
think that as there are few Writing-Maſters 
who follow this common Method that have 
arrived to be much ſuperior than myſelf, L 
believe the Reaſon. is, . becauſe the general 
Method of Infiruzmg is wkonc, 


How 


How to make the P E V. 


HE Manufactured Quils, before 
ſpoken of, have no need of ſcrapisg 
to make them //it clear, as raw Quils have; 
and they are apt to ſplit too high, unleſs pre- 
vented by placing your Thumb at the Heighih 
you would have the Sit to ſtop. e 


Cheeks are not to be made ſtrong in à weak- 


Quil, nor weak in a ſtrong one; tho the 
main Judgment hes in the fitting and nibbing. 
If the Dil is weak, the Slit muſt be the 


ſhorter ; if ſtrong, it matters not how long, 


the Cheeks being made in proportion: So that 


* If vſed by an obedient Hand, it hath a Spring, 


and opens and fbuts at pleaſure, as is evident 
in Striking, or Command of Hand, In. order 
to make a good PEN, Care muſt be taken 


that the Sit is not forced fo hard as to gape 


or open; neither ſhould the 'N3b be bent in- 


wards ;. both theſe Failings tending . to the 
fame bad End: The firſt cauſes the Pen not 
to caft the Int; the other, after ver. little 


Uſe, occaſions a double Stroke ; and when 


the N76 is recovered from that forced Stram, 
the Slit opens not much unlike that which 
Was forced too much. The Slit ſhould be 

2 always 
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always al and clear, ſo that when nibbed 


as I ſhall ew, you may write with the 
Eaſe and Freedom of a MasrER of Wxrs 
TING. | 


Your Prx being made all but ni6bi6g, 
and indeed there is the great Error that moſt 
Perſons are guilty of, but more eſpecially 
WxITING-MaAsTERs, who go upon a 
Maxim laid down by ſome of the Profeſſion 
who were in Eſteem thirty Vears ago. If I 
differ from them in this Particular, I hope to 
demonſirate that I have Reaſon to be of 
another Opinion, and I doubt not but I ſhall 
ſucceed. | 


I hall inſtance, in giving Jou my way of 
making the PN to write the Round Hands 3 
which is, | k 


X E each Cheek, or Side of the Slit, as 
equal as poſſible, having a ſirait-bladed 
Knife : Nb it quite even, or ſquare ; your 
Slit being long or ſhort, according to the 
Strength of your  2uil, and the ordinary 

Preffore you uſe in Writing, | | 


Tho' this may be contrary to the Methode 
commorily practiſed, if I have the Succeſs 
to point out the Errors any other way of 
nibbing the Pen is liable to, then I ſha 

have little to do to ſpeak in behalf 2 
1 8.8 Above 
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above Method of nibbing the Pen; which 
Pen when ſo nibbed, and the Poſition of the 
Body, as before laid down, is duly obſerved, 
Writing will find an eaſter and better Succeſs 
to thole who now think it a Burthen and a 
Fatigue to wrie. | 


The common Practice of nibbing the Pex 
is, that the Part next your Hand be ſome- 
thing the narroweſt and ſborteſt. Should 
the Nib in that Part be the narroweſt, it 
muſt of courſe be the weakeſt : If the /bort- 
75 the other Part of the Nih muſt touch the 
Paper before it, and then you may as well 
have no Slit at all; but I ſuppoſe by /bort- 
eſt is meant, that it is on a ſort of Slant from 
the other Part of the Ni; and this indeed can- 


not be avoided any other way than by care- 


fully holding the Penknife with the Point of 


the Blade on a Line with the Handle; for 
when it ſeems to point from you, the off 
Part of the Nib is upon a Slant from. the 
inner; ſo that as the PEN is reverſed when 


| 12 write, the Slant Part of the Nib lies 


ext your Hand : The inner Part of the Nib 
being longeſt, cauſes a fort of Nub at the 
Turn of the Letter, a Swelling or jetting 


dut, becauſe that Part of the Mb next your, 


Hand being on a fant, the other fir/t touches 
the Paper, and conſequently leaves a Mark 
at the outſide of. the Turn, when the iu⁰ꝰé 
Part of the NJ6 has performed the leading 
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Stroke. If the Hand is not obedient, the 
long Part of the Ni follows the /bort 
then the leaditig Strote appears thick and 
clumſey, and as it were Jang and ſpeckled. 


This has been the Fault of many a correct 


Writer. 


Should you nib your Pen to write the 


Round Hands with the Part of the Nib next 
your Hand the /ngeſt, it has its Diffi- 


culty, for there will certainly be a Break 
at the fame Part of the Turn where I have 
deſcribed the Nub to be, which is occaſioned 
by turning your Hand, or leaving. off to 
_ the leading Stroke ; the outward 
Hart of the Nib being longeſt, if not ſome- 
what eaſed, would cauſe a 79 of the 
Ink. The inner Part of the Nib being the 


ſborteſt, muſt leave the Paper the ſooneſt; 
when the longeſt, the Difficulty hath been 


_ obſerved already. The outmoſt Part of 
the Nb, by being /ongeſt, may make the 
leading Stroke fine; but then it will 75 
like a Scratch ; that Part of the Ni ſoon 
worn out, and then become ſpungy. 


If theſe Objefions are true, there is no 
Writer whatever that ſees theſe Errors in a 
Piece of Writing, but muſt allow them. 
Then there can be but one other way, which 
muſt be by »ibbing the PEN ſquare ; for 
if the of Part of the zh, or the _ is 

either 


and. 
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GY. 
either longer or ſhorter, 'twill ſubject I ri- 
ting to the Difficulties T have mention d. 


I have nothing to ſay to nibbing the Pen 
ſquare further, than that as no other Method 
will anſwer the Purpoſe of Writing with- 
out obſtructing free Writing, nibbing the 
Pex /quare muſt be the only true Method. 


In order to write the Running Hand, or 
the Hand for Buſineſs, the Method of nib- 
bing is the ſame, as to being even, but not 
ſo ſquare, and the Cheeks ſomething ſtronger 
than in the Round Hands, and not ſo much 
/lant taken off, letting the Back of the 
Kinife incline towards you, which cauſes the 
Nih to be of a hollow Round, and in your 
Writing cauſes a fort of Balfefull at the 
Tails or free Turns, which indeed may be 
more viſible by ſtriking after the Dutch 
Command, and ornamenting German-Text 
Tetiers,—this ſort of PEN being very pro- 
per for thoſe Purpoſes. 


To write the Law Hands, which (by the 
way) are very few, and very little practiſed 
ſince. the Act of Parliament for 'renderin 
all. Proceedings in Eugliſb hath took Place; 
the PEN, however, to write thoſe Hands, is 
nibbed ſtronger than the way above laid 
down; fhorter in the Slit, and being held 
almoſt upright, the inner Part of the Nib ra- 
D 2 ther 


SEP... 


5 * hy = 


LAY 
hd 


(128 ) 
ther ſlanting from the off, inclining towards 
your Body, cuts your. Fulls ſquare, and 
makes your back Strokes without any man- 
ner of Aſſiſtance whatever. F 


Thus, in this ſmall DISCOURSE, 
I have laid down what I think are the very 
and only Inconveniencies that hinder a willing 
Perſon from writing a free, legible and cor- 
rect Hand ;—Erxoxs that were implanted 
by their firſt Inſtructors, — ſo, of courſe, 
harder to be removed from them; but I am 


ſenſible there are many Perſons who would 


willingly extricate themſelves from the Diffi- 
culties they labour under, which, as it were, 
compel them to write in a ſtiff, aukward 
manner. Others there are who are ſo at- 
rached to Error, that their Pride in remain- 
ing ſo is not worth the Obſervation of any 
one who writes for pn Good. And 
therefore I offer this Diſcourſe to the Con- 
ſideration of thoſe impartial Perſons who 
are willing to TRT if what I have. ad- 
panced be true and pratticable, 


Should any one find me erroneons in any 


of my Afſertions, I ſhall not only actnou 
ledge my -Corvittion to the World, but 
thankfully: eſteem that Perſon as my Friend, 
gnd not only mine, but my RY —— 
: oy ? e ee Im 


(29) 
I muſt beg leave to obſerve, that it is not 
every one that ſays I have advanced 
Tings; but be is to be believed who can 
give more rational Reaſons to the con- 
trary of my AM ertions, than IL have in Vin- 
dication of them, of which every conſiderate 
Man 1s a competent Judge. 
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Zeal, like Fire, muſt be kept in Subjection. 
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Man's Actions determine his Fortune. 8 
Be ſlow in reſolving, and quick in exe- 
cuting. 
Conſideration ſecures us from Repentance, 
Do willingly that which cannot be avoided, 
Every Action ſhould have its proper End. 
Fear to do what begets Fear when done. 
Grace below conducts unto Glory above. 
Hope is the true Cordial of human Life. 
Innocence is better than the ſtrongeſt Armour, 
Keep Peace, if you would enjoy Plenty. 
Live fo as not to be ſurprized by Death, 
Memory is a Bleſſing attended by Judgment. 
Neceſſtty i td often the Mother of Shame. 
Obey punctually, if you would obtain Command. 
Patience, tho? it be a ſlow Remedy, is ſure. | 
Quiet is a much ſurer Poſſeſſion than Fame. 
Receive thankfully what Providence beſtows. 
Silence is the beſt Prologue to wiſe Speech. 
Time and Truth will compaſs all good Ends. 
Virtue in Adverſity will command Applauſe. 
Unity is a better Guard than military Force. 
Wealth is a Bleſſing that depends on Uſe. 
Aantippe's Humour taught Socrates Patience. 
Youth is Man's hot Fit, Age his cold one. 
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DEFINITIONS. 


Lacrity is Obedience in good Humour, 
Beneficence is the Imitation of Divinity, 

Clemency is Juſtice without Rage. . 
Deſpair flows from Fear without Bounds, 
Experience is the Treaſure of Examples. 
Fame is the Report of virtuous Actions. 
Gratitude is an active Memory. 
Happineſs is but the Effect of Content. 
Integrity ariſes from the Love of Good. 
Knowledge is the Wealth of the Mind. 
Learning is the Spoil of other Mens Labours. 
Melancholy is conſiderate Grief. 
Neceflity may be felt, but not underſtood. 
Opinion is what Man takes for Truth. 
Patience is right Reaſon in Suffering. 
Quality is tried by Virtue's Touchſtone, 
Reaſon is a Ray of the Divinity. 
Stupidity is the Palſey of the Mind. 
Tranquility ariſes from the Senſe of Safety, 
Vigilence is a waking Attention. 
Uneaſineſs is the Feyer of the Mind. 
Wiſdom is the Application of Knowledge. 
Lenophon's Wit recorded his Valour. 
Youths Follies ſpeak the Temper of theMan, 
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